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To The Editor: I highly value and greet the authors for 
their editorial. Many important issues related to medical 
education and its future in Libya have been discussed in 
this paper [1]. One important point that has been 
addressed and I feel deserves attention is the “abnormal” 
relationship between clinical practice and research in 
Libya. From discussions with colleagues, this problem 
somehow has evolved from a misconception about 
educational and training systems that may have occurred 
in the past. It may also be related to the lack of attention 
to research that has long existed in Libya [2,3]. The other 
aspect, shared with many other developing countries, is 
the misconception of research as unimportant or a luxury 
aspect of medicine. When it comes to understanding how 
a system (including healthcare) can be updated and 
developed, the answer is vague! 
 
One important reason is a lack of understanding of the 
impact that research has on developing methods.  In 
developed countries, research is the main academic 
distinction that leads to appointments for coveted 
positions in the system and is an important factor for 
academic promotion. In Libya, there remain arguments 
about who will be awarded Chair of university clinical 
departments.   Such a post should no doubt be given to 
those with established academic achievements. When 
highly qualified persons are at the top of the pyramid this 
leads to further progress and enhanced research and 
advancement. The authors have discussed the point of 
having proper search committees for leadership and 
faculty positions. I believe that it will help eliminate the 
current stagnation and help to create innovative solutions. 
This should lead to improved medical education, health 
services, and ultimately impact the quality of life of all 
Libyan citizens. 
  
References 
1. Daw MA and Elkhammas EA. LIBYAN MEDICAL     
EDUCATION: TIME TO MOVE FORWARD. Libyan J Med, 
AOP: 071208  
2. Benamer H. Establishing a Libyan Medical Research 
Council is Urgently Needed. Libyan J Med, AOP: 070713   
3. Bakoush O, Al-Tubuly AA, Ashammakhi N, 
Elkhammas EA. PubMed Medical Publications from Libya. 
Libyan J Med 2007 AOP: 070625 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 64 Libyan J Med, AOP:080127